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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims replaces all prior versions. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for detecting non A G hopntiti s hepatitis Y virus 
in a sample negative for hepatitis C Virus (HCV), comprising: 

a} contacting said sample with monoclonal antibody HCV.OT 1 F under conditions 
whereby an antigen/antibody complex can form: and 

b) fees-detectin g formation of an antigen/antibody complex, thereby detecting hepatitis Y 
virus in the sample, the pr es ence or - abscnoc of immunoroaotivity botwoon tho monoclonal 
antibody and th e sampl e , wh e r e in th e pr e senc e of immunoroactivity indicat e s th e pr e s e nc e of 
non - A_G hepatitis virus. 

2. (Currently amended). A*Hmmortal » z e d human hopatooyto ooll lino dopositod at 
th e Europ e an Coll e ction of C e ll Cultur e s (ECACC) und e r acc e ssion numb e r 9 8 121503T he 
method of claim L wherein said sample is contacted with a monoclonal antibody having the 
same immunoreactivitv as monoclonal antibody HCV.OT IF . 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently amended) An isolated hepatitis y Y virus genome comprising a 
nucleotide sequence that hybridizes to a nucleic acid of th e nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:l 
or to the complement thereof. 

5. (Currently amended) An isolated nucleic aci d sequ e nc e comprising a nucleotide 
sequence that hybridizes to a nucleic acid having a nucleotide sequence selected from the group 
consisting of: 

a)_SEQ ID NO: 1; 

b} eHhe complement ihefeefof SEQ ID NO:l ; 
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c) and tho soquenc & *>£ SEQ ID NO: 2 : and 
d} ejr-the complement-feefeo fof SEP ID NO:2 . 

6. (Currently amended) An isolated polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence 
oi fragment thoroof wherein aaid amino aoid -se qu e nc e is encoded b y a nucleotid e s e qu e nc e that 
hybridizes to a nucl e ic acid having a s e qu e nc e s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting of SEQ ID 
NO: 1 or th e complement th e r e of and the scquenco - of SEQ ID NO: 2 or tho complomont 
theree fthe nucleotide sequence of claim 5 . 

7. (Currently amended) An antibody reactive with-athe polypeptide according to of 
claim 6 or a functional fragm e nt th e r e of . 

8. (Currently amended) A metho d for th e d e t e ction of detecting hepatitis Y virus in 
a sample,, comprising: the s t e ps of isolating nucl e ic acid from said sampl e , 

a) contacting the nucl e ic - aci d sample with athe nucleotide sequence selected from th e 
group consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1 or a fragment ther e of, and SEQ ID NO:2 or a fragm e nt 
thoroof, and - d e t e cttng tho prooonoo or aboonco of hybridization botwoon tho - nuol e ic - a ei d " and4h e 
nucl e otid e s e qu e nce, wh e r e in th e pr e senc e of hybridization indicates th e pr e senc e of hepatitis Y 
viffl sof claim 5 under conditions whereby nucleic acid hybridization can occur: and 

b) detecting nucleic acid hybridization, thereby detecting hepatitis Y virus in the sample . 

9. (Canceled). 

1 0. (Currently amended) A method for diagnosing infection with hepatitis Y virus jn 
a subject comprising: 

a) th e s t e ps of providing a sample - from a subject susp e cted of b e ing infect e d with 
Hepatitis Y virus, contacting tkea sampl e from the subject with a h e patitis Y virus according to 
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claim 5 or at he polypeptide according too f claim 6 under conditions whereby an 
antigen/antibody complex can foroh ; and 

b} theft-detecting th e pr e sence or abs e nce of immunoroaotivity b e tween the sampl e-aad 
the virus or the polypeptid e , wh e r e in the prcoonoo of immunor e activity indicatos formation of an 
antigen/antibody complex^ thereby diagnosing infection of the subject with hepatitis Y virus. 

11. (Currently amended) A method for diagnosing infection with hepatitis Y virusjn 
a subject, comprising: 

a) tho stops of contacting a sample from-athe subjec t suspootod of b e ing inf e ct e d with 
Hepatitis Y virus, wittvftfrthe antibod y - according to of claim € 7 under conditions whereby an 
jmtfcen/antiboclY complex can form; and 

b) tfeenrdetecting th e pr e senc e or absence of immunoroaotivity b e tw ee n th e monoclonal 
antibody and th e sampl e , wh e r e in the presence of immunoreactivity indicat e s th e subj e ct i s 
inf e ct e d formation of an antigen/antibodv complex, thereby diagnosing infection of the subject 
with hepatitis Y virus. 

12. (Currently amended) A method for growing hepatitis Y virus (HYV) A 
€omf>risinfiinf&ctin gcompri$ing infecting cells with HYV and propagating said cells in vitro, 
wherein the HYV comprises athe nucleotide sequence that hybridizes with a nucloic acid 
se l e cted from th e group consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1 or th e compl e m e nt th e r e of, and SEQ ID 
NO:2 or the complem e nt thereo f of claim 5 . 



14. (Currently amended) A vaccin e composition comprising-athe nucleic acid 
se qu e nc e according to of claim 5 in a pharmaceutical^ acceptable excipient. 



13. 



(Currently amended) A vaccin e composition comprising-athe polypeptide 
>of claim 6 in a pharmaceutical^ acceptable excipient. 
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15. (Currently amended). A m e thod of diagnosing non A G h e patitis, comprising 
infecting a c e ll of claim 2 with an inoculum from a subj e ct susp e ct e d of having non A G 
hepatitis?, c o ntacting th e c e ll with monoclonal antibody IICV.OT IF, and then det e cting th e 
pr e s e nc e or nbsonoo of immunor e activity b e tw ee n th e m e noolonal antibody and the cell, wherein 
the pr e senoo of immunor e activity indicat e s th e subj e ct has non A G hopatitis A method of 
detecting both hepatitis C virus and hepatitis Y virus in a sample, comprising: 

a> contacting said sample with monoclonal antib ody HCV.OT IF under conditions 
whereby an antigen/antibodv complex can form; 

b) detecting formation of an antigen/antibody complex of step (slI; 

c) contacting the antigen/antibodv complex of step (a) with an antibody that specifically 
binds a hepatitis C virus antigen: 

d) detecting formation of an antigen/antibodv complex of step (c)\ 

t) contacting the antigen/antibody complex of step (a) with an antibody that specifically 

binds a hepatitis Y virus antigen: and 

f) detecting formation of an antigen/antibody complex of step (e\ 

whereby detection of an antigen/antibody complex of step (6) and step (e) detects both hepatitis 
C virus and hepatitis Y virus in the sample . 

16. (Currently amended). Th e m e thod according to claim 8 , wh e r e in the nucleotide 
s e qu e nc e- ha s th e sequ e nc e of SEP ID NO:l or a fragm e nt th e r e o f The method of claim 15. 
wherein said sample is contacted in step (a) with a monoclonal antibody having the same 
immunoreactivity as monoclonal antibody HCV.OT IF . 

1 7. (New) A method of detecting hepatitis Y virus in a sample, comprising: 

a) contacting the sample with a primer pair that amplifies the nucleotide sequence of 
claim 5, under conditions whereby nucleic acid amplification can occur; and 

b) detecting nucleic acid amplification of the nucleotide sequence of claim 5, thereby 
detecting hepatitis Y virus in the sample. 
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1 8. (New) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the primer pair is selected from the 
group consisting of: 

a) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:3 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO:4; 

b) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:5 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO:6; 

c) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:7 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 
NO:8; and 

d) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:9 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO:10. 

1 9. (New) A method of diagnosing hepatitis Y virus infection in a subject, 
comprising: 

a) contacting a sample from the subject with a primer pair that amplifies the nucleotide 
sequence of claim 5, under conditions whereby nucleic acid amplification can occur; and 

b) detecting nucleic acid amplification of the nucleotide sequence of claim 5, thereby 
diagnosing hepatitis Y virus infection in the subject 

20. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the primer pair is selected from the 
group consisting of: 

a) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:3 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO:4; 

b) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 5 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO:6; 

c) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:7 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 
NO:8; and 
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d) the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO:9 and the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO: 10. 
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